
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 20 
November 2014 at the Ynysmaerdy Community Centre

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman);
Councillors Bowman, Dilworth, Evans, William Hopkin, Lewis-Watkin,  
Poynor, Uppal and Williams

Apologies: Councillors W Thomas and Turner

Also:  Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council

2014/79 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2014 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman

2014/80 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a) Sustaining Community  Services -  Alternative Ways of Delivering Services 
– The Clerk reported that RCT officials were unable to provide a list of non-statutory 
services currently being undertaken and in view of this he had written to the Leader 
confirming that the Community Council would be pleased to work with RCT in an 
attempt to mitigate some of the cuts which would have to be made following the Welsh 
Government’s announcement of the provisional rate support grant settlement for next 
year but certain basic information was required to enable Members to make informed 
decisions – regrettably no reply had been received.

RCT was however consulting on a proposal to introduce charges for the use of bowling 
greens, cricket grounds and rugby/football pitches.  The proposal would have a 
significant impact on teams using the Brynna and Llanilid facilities as the suggested 
charges were:

 Adults    First team  £600
    Second Team £450
    Subsequent  teams £300

 Concessionary First Team  £100
 (Juniors)  Second Team £75
    Subsequent teams £50

A major part of RCT’s expenditure was the annual sanding and slitting of the pitches, 
but it was understood that some of this work was already put out to contract and 
reductions in the cost might be achieved as there would be little or no on-cost if the 
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Community Council facilitated the work.  The grass cutting during the summer months 
was also well within the capabilities of the Community Council.
RESOLVED – That the possibility of the Community Council undertaking this work be 
investigated and the Chairman be authorised to meet RCT officials to discuss the matter

(b) Llanharan Welfare Hall – Councillor Bowman reported that work was 
proceeding satisfactorily with only minor delays and arrangements were being made for 
the re-opening of the Centre on 6 December 

Also, following the changes to the constitution of the Trust a meeting would shortly be 
held to discuss arrangements for the first AGM.  Members were asked to attend the 
AGM meeting and to convey details to individuals who might be interested in becoming 
a trustee

(c) Mountain Hare Play Area – The entrance gate had been re-aligned but a local 
resident had complained that it was still unsuitable for use by the disabled and parents  
with prams/pushchairs.   Members also discussed possible improvements to site 
drainage

RESOLVED – That

(1) the Chairman be requested to discuss the access issue with the complainant;

(2) the Footpaths and Allotments Committee be asked to prepare a scheme to 
provide improved drainage for the lower part of the site

(d) Bridgend Road Allotments – Planting – Councillor Evans reported that the 
planting of evergreens had now been completed

(e) Chapel Road  - Car Parking – Councillor Hopkin advised that car parking was 
now a major problem for local residents

RESOLVED – That

(1) the Police be asked to monitor the position;

(2) RCT be asked what progress has been made in the possible use of part of the 
Welfare ground for car parking

2014/81 COMMUNITY POLICING

Members noted with regret that there was no Police attendance at the meeting and 
crime statistics for the area had not been provided.

Councillor Bowman reported that some youngsters were using the dug-outs at the 
Brynna Recreation Ground for smoking
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RESOLVED –That 

(1) the Police and Crime Commissioner be asked what is his policy for liaison with 
Town and  Community Councils

(2)  the attention of the Brynna PCSO be drawn to the dubious activities in the 
Brynna Recreation Ground

2014/82 COMMUNITY ISSUES

Reports from Members of the Community Council

(a) South  East Wales Valleys - Draft Local Transport Plan – Councillor Dilworth 
drew attention to this Plan which included the following in RCT’s Medium and Long 
Term aspirations:

(i) Ynysmaerdy – Talbot Green Relief Road  - this would entail the construction of an 
alternative route for a significant volume of through traffic which currently travels along 
the A4119, between the Upper Ely Valley and the Talbot Green town centre.  The new 
road alignment would start at the roundabout at the end of the A4119 at Ynysmaerdy, 
crossing the River Ely and following the route of the old Coed Ely  railway line towards 
Talbot Green

(ii) The Llanharan By-pass – The proposed route of the eastern section would 
commence  at the A473, to the east of Llanharan and would generally follow a south-
westerly alignment for approx. 1.25km towards Llanharry Road, adjacent to the  existing 
concrete plant.  

RESOLVED – That RCT be (a) advised that this Council’s priority is the completion of 
the Llanharan By Pass and (b) asked what progress has been made in determining the 
line of the Eastern section of the By Pass

(b) Path at Trenos Gardens – The Chairman advised that Councillor Turner had 
discussed the flooding with Cofton (Wales) Ltd and they had agreed to look into the 
problem

2014/83 COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED – That

(1) the following proceedings of the Footpaths and Allotments Committee of 30 
October 2014 be approved and adopted:
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FOOTPATHS AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE – 30 OCTOBER 2014

Present: Councillor Evans (Chairman);
  Councillors Parker and Williams
  Mr P Hignett (Representing the tenants) and Mr M Steer

Also:   Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council

83/1.ALLOTMENT MATTERS

The following matters were discussed

(a) Rents for 2015

Recommended – That no increase be made to the current rent of £18.25 for a 
5 perch plot

(b) Bridgend Road Site – The Chairman reported that the area between the 
pavement and the allotment site had now been back-filled and Members gave 
further consideration to the planting of evergreens and spring bulbs to provide 
a more aesthetic approach to the site. The cost of plants, bulbs, mulch, 
compost, peat and fertiliser would be approx £600

Mr Hignett also drew attention to the overgrown condition of plots 22 and 23

Recommended – That

(1) the above proposal be approved;

(2) the Chairman be thanked for his kind offer to plant the evergreens and 
bulbs;

(3) the Clerk be requested to contact the tenants of plots 22 and 23 to 
ascertain whether they will be cultivating their plots next year and if no 
progress is made notice to quit be served for non-cultivation

(c) Jubilee Street Site – The Clerk reported that the Japanese Knotweed on 
plot 17 had now been sprayed and the plot was now available to be let.  
Members suggested that the area of infestation be fenced off to prevent further 
encroachment 
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Recommended – That the Council’s Handyman be asked to make the necessary 
arrangements

 (d) Pendre Allotments – As requested by the Committee the Clerk had 
written to the tenants of plots 4, 11, 21 and 35 regarding the condition of their 
plots and they had all decided to relinquish their tenancies.  The Clerk advised 
that there were now a number of vacant plots on the site and despite weekly 
interest from persons wanting an allotment plot, regrettably, Pendre was not a 
favored site with enquirers preferring to be placed on a waiting list at the 
Bridgend Road and Jubilee Street sites

Councillor Evans considered that if the area outside the main gate was 
transferred to the Community Council and improved then there would be a 
better parking facility for tenants and school users

(e) Inspection of allotment plots – This had recently been undertaken by 
the Chairman and Vice Chairman and subject to the issues previously identified 
there were no matters of concern

83/2.FOOTPATH MATTERS

(a) Path at Trenos Gardens – The Chairman reported that he had contacted 
RCT regarding the flooding and he was waiting for a response.  Members 
suggested that the problem might be caused by drainage from the old colliery 
ponds

Recommended - That Councillor Turner be asked to contact Cofton (Wales) Ltd 
to ascertain whether it was their problem

(c) Path between Danygraig Road and the Old Mill – Councillor Parker 
advised that this path was partly overgrown

Recommended - That Councillor Thomas be requested to ask whether the 
Probation Service could cut back the overgrown vegetation

  ____________________________________________________

(2) Councillor Evans be authorised to discuss with RCT the possible transfer of the 
land outside the main gate of the Pendre allotments to the Community Council;

(3) the Clerk be requested to report to the Footpaths and Allotments Committee with 
details of the general running costs etc. of the allotment sites 
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2014/84 FESTIVE LIGHTING

NOTED – That arrangements had been made for the festive lighting to be switched on 
from 1 December

2014/85 BUS SHELTER ADJACENT TO BRYNCAE STORES

At the last meeting, Members had suggested that the present base of the shelter be 
reduced to provide better access for the disabled and parents with prams/pushchairs

RESOLVED – That the quotation of Groundwork Services in the sum of £770 be 
accepted and the work be undertaken as soon as possible, following consultation with 
the landowner

2014/86 APPOINTMENT OF HANDYMAN

NOTED – That Mr Mark Pyne had been appointed to the vacancy and suitable training 
was being arranged

2014/87 FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a) Payments

RESOLVED – That  the invoices and bills outlined in the Clerk’s report be noted and the 
cheques be signed accordingly

(b) Requests for financial assistance

RESOLVED – That the following applications be dealt with as indicated:

 Applicant    Decision

(a) Llanharan RFC Junior Section 1.Approve grant of £700;

      2. The applicants be advised that the Council 
      would urge the Club to prepare a separate 
      income and expenditure account for the Junior 
      Section
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(b) Bryncae Community Centre The request be declined on the basis of the 

 - underwrite the costs of the Management Committee’s experience over the

 Christmas pantomime  last 2 years and the balances held

(c) Pontyclun Day Centre  The request be declined in view of (i) the small 
      number of people attending from Llanharan 
      and (ii) the level of balances held by Pontyclun 
      Community Council

(d) Dolau Primary School  1.The request be declined and the

  – purchase of additional   Head teacher be encouraged to adopt the 
 parking cones   good practice of Radyr and Pencoed Schools

      2. The local PCSO be asked to monitor the 
      parking at this school, over a period of time 
      and to warn/fine regular offending drivers

2014/88 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

NOTED - The planning applications received since the last meeting

The meeting concluded at 9.00pm     
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